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Two Courses of ActionTwo Courses of Action

 Has the applicant received any response to his registered abandoHas the applicant received any response to his registered abandoned ned 
vessel notice?vessel notice?

 The vessel is not subject of any court action in which ownershipThe vessel is not subject of any court action in which ownership or or 
unpaid storage and/or repair bills are in dispute.unpaid storage and/or repair bills are in dispute.

MVC Abandoned UnitMVC Abandoned Unit
Phone: (609) 292Phone: (609) 292--65006500

Fax: (609) 777Fax: (609) 777--03610361

Abandoned VesselAbandoned Vessel
NJSA 12:7CNJSA 12:7C--7 7 

Not Abandoned VesselNot Abandoned Vessel
NJSA 2A:44NJSA 2A:44--5757



 Vessel owner’s debt shall be a continuous lien for:Vessel owner’s debt shall be a continuous lien for:
–– Labor or Materials Labor or Materials 
–– Supplies, provisions and stores Supplies, provisions and stores 
–– Towing, Towing, wharfagewharfage and dry docking and dry docking 

 This lien shall be preferred to all other liens except mariner’sThis lien shall be preferred to all other liens except mariner’s wageswages
 This lien can be enforced in the Supreme CourtThis lien can be enforced in the Supreme Court
 Lien claimant shall be entitled to the process of attachmentLien claimant shall be entitled to the process of attachment
 The court may order a sale of the vesselThe court may order a sale of the vessel

Small Claims Court > $3,000Small Claims Court > $3,000
Special Civil Part > $15,000Special Civil Part > $15,000

www.judiciary.state.nj.uswww.judiciary.state.nj.us/forms/forms

Not Abandoned VesselNot Abandoned Vessel
NJSA 2A:44NJSA 2A:44--5757

Civil and Criminal Justice LiensCivil and Criminal Justice Liens



November 5, 2008 Changes to the Old Law November 5, 2008 Changes to the Old Law 
Abandoned Vessels Disposition Law NJSA 12:7CAbandoned Vessels Disposition Law NJSA 12:7C--77

HighlightsHighlights

1.1. Abandoned or Sunken Vessels Disposition LawAbandoned or Sunken Vessels Disposition Law
2.2. “Vessel” includes any trailer“Vessel” includes any trailer
3.3. Impound vessel after 7 daysImpound vessel after 7 days

–– Remove the vesselRemove the vessel
–– Store the vesselStore the vessel
–– Seize registration certificate and registration platesSeize registration certificate and registration plates
–– Vessel owner is responsible for the costsVessel owner is responsible for the costs

4.4. $1000 / day civil penalty for abandonment without consent of off$1000 / day civil penalty for abandonment without consent of officialicial
5.5. 30 day presumption of abandonment. After 30 days follow 30 day presumption of abandonment. After 30 days follow MVC’sMVC’s 99--step step 

process to acquire title.process to acquire title.
6.6. Applicant for new title pays all of these costs. A municipality Applicant for new title pays all of these costs. A municipality or harbor official or harbor official 

can seek to recover these costs from owner.can seek to recover these costs from owner.
7.7. After new title is obtained by applicant, the previous vessel owAfter new title is obtained by applicant, the previous vessel owner may ner may 

remain liable for removal of the vessel or the destruction of thremain liable for removal of the vessel or the destruction of the vessel.e vessel.
8.8. If applicant fraudulently attempts to acquire title If applicant fraudulently attempts to acquire title –– civil penalty of $1000civil penalty of $1000



MVC Procedure to Obtain Title MVC Procedure to Obtain Title 
to an Abandoned Vesselto an Abandoned Vessel

1.1. Verify Registered Owner’s NameVerify Registered Owner’s Name
2.2. Verify Lien Holder’s NameVerify Lien Holder’s Name
3.3. Notice to OwnerNotice to Owner
4.4. Publication of NoticePublication of Notice
5.5. Apply for TitleApply for Title
6.6. MVC Issues New TitleMVC Issues New Title
7.7. Dispose of VesselDispose of Vessel
8.8. Report to MVCReport to MVC



Verify Registered Owner’s NameVerify Registered Owner’s Name

1.1. Request that MVC furnish the registered owner’s Request that MVC furnish the registered owner’s 
name and address. If in the following states, the name and address. If in the following states, the 
applicant shall furnish such information in writing applicant shall furnish such information in writing 
to that state:to that state:

 ConnecticutConnecticut
 DelawareDelaware
 MarylandMaryland
 New YorkNew York
 PennsylvaniaPennsylvania



Verify Lien Holder’s NameVerify Lien Holder’s Name

 Secretary of State, Division of Commercial Secretary of State, Division of Commercial 
Recording Recording 

 County Recording Officer of the county in which County Recording Officer of the county in which 
the registered owner resides the registered owner resides 

 The applicant shall also write the Motor Vehicle The applicant shall also write the Motor Vehicle 
Commission, Attn: Special Titles, P.O. Box 017, Commission, Attn: Special Titles, P.O. Box 017, 
Trenton, NJ 08666Trenton, NJ 08666--0017, and request a lien 0017, and request a lien 
certificatecertificate

 Lien holder may reclaim vessel without payment of Lien holder may reclaim vessel without payment of 
storage fee, but must pay costs of removalstorage fee, but must pay costs of removal



Notice to OwnerNotice to Owner

 The applicant shall notify the vessel owner The applicant shall notify the vessel owner 
and any secured party. and any secured party. 
 Use MVC form letter # OS/SSUse MVC form letter # OS/SS--6464



Publication of NoticePublication of Notice

 The notice and newspaper notification shall The notice and newspaper notification shall 
contain no statements conditioning the contain no statements conditioning the 
release of the vessel upon the payment of release of the vessel upon the payment of 
overdue repair or storage costs incurred overdue repair or storage costs incurred 
with respect to the vessel. with respect to the vessel. 



Apply for TitleApply for Title
At the end of the 30 day period prescribed in this section, the applicant may 

apply to the Commission for title to the vessel

If the applicant is unable to certify (1), (2), and (3), he may not acquire title to 
the vessel under the provisions of these rules. The applicant must, 
instead, pursue other remedies provided by law. 

The applicant shall certify that: 

a) The vessel has remained moored, grounded or otherwise attached or 
fastened to or upon his property for a period of more than six months 30 
days and has been abandoned.

b) He has not received any response to his registered ABANDONED 
VESSEL NOTICE(S) sent to the vessel owner and lienholder (if 
applicable) and that he has no knowledge of their disputing his right to 
acquire title to the vessel.

c) To the best of his knowledge, the vessel is not the subject of any court 
action in which ownership or unpaid storage and/or repair bills are in 
dispute. 



MVC Issues New TitleMVC Issues New Title

 The Motor Vehicle Commission may issue The Motor Vehicle Commission may issue 
the applicant title to the vessel in the form of the applicant title to the vessel in the form of 
a Certificate of Ownership. a Certificate of Ownership. 



Dispose of VesselDispose of Vessel

 After receiving title, to remove an After receiving title, to remove an 
abandoned vessel or to destroy such vessel, abandoned vessel or to destroy such vessel, 
the removal costs shall be borne by the the removal costs shall be borne by the 
previous owner of said vessel. To recover previous owner of said vessel. To recover 
such costs, the new owner may institute suit such costs, the new owner may institute suit 
against the previous owner. against the previous owner. 



Report to MVCReport to MVC

 The new owner shall report details thereof in The new owner shall report details thereof in 
writing writing 
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